Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.074; wR factor = 0.162; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.8.
In the title molecule, C 8 H 8 N 2 O 4 , the nitro and methoxycarbonyl groups are twisted from the plane of aromatic ring by 5.1 (1) and 6.2 (1) , respectively. In the crystal, intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules related by translation along the b axis into chains. Weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions link further these chains into sheets parallel to the bc plane.
Related literature
For the preparation of the title compound, see: Wilshire (1990) . For a related structure, see: Yakimanski et al. (1997) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x; y; z À 1; (ii) x; y À 1; z þ 1; (iii) x; y À 1; z.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1997 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1999) In (I) (Fig. 1) , all bond lengths and angles are normal and comparable with those observed in 4-nitrophenyl-hexyl-urethane (Yakimanski et al., 1997) . The nitro and methoxycarbonyl groups are twisted from the plane of aromatic ring at 5.1 (1) and 6.2 (1)°, respectively. In the crystal structure, intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1 ) link the molecules related by translation along axis b<ι> into chains. Weak intermolecular C-H···O interactions (Table 1) link further these chains into sheets parallel to bc<ι> plane.
The title compound was synthesized according to Wilshire (1990) . Crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray diffraction were grown by slow evaporation of a chloroform-methanol (2:1) solution of the title compound under 293 K.
Refinement
C-bound H atoms were positioned in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H distances in the range 0.93-0.98 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C). Atom H1 was located on difference map and isotropically refined. Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of (I), showing the atom-labelling scheme, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
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